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Introduction 
  
 Welcome to one of the most important and exciting 
experiences of your life:  
 

The Elk Grove High School Music Department 
 

You are encouraged to commit yourself fully to this worthwhile 
activity.  You have a gift and talent that sets you apart from your 
fellow students.  What you gain from participation will depend 
upon the depth of your commitment.  In other words, you will gain 
from music what you put into music! 
  
 In order to assist music students and parents/guardians in 
understanding areas of responsibility, the following Handbook 
is set forth.  Becoming familiar with the policies and information 
contained herein will enable each member to make the most of 
this great opportunity to become a better person and a better 
musician.  
   
 In the Elk Grove Music Department, we firmly believe that 
the most successful music students are the ones who strive to 
improve their musical skills through regular habits of practice 
and daily progress. Such students develop a high sense of 
purpose, and set regular goals towards which they direct their 
efforts.  Responsibility is the focus behind any level of 
achievement within our program.  We intend to conduct the Elk 
Grove Music Programs in a manner that will facilitate all 
students in learning and bettering themselves.  Students should 
take PRIDE in their achievements, putting forth the extra effort 
needed in order to attain and maintain this goal. 
 
 
BEST WISHES FOR A GREAT YEAR AHEAD!!  
 

           Mr. Ron Fiorito, Jr.  
Director of Bands 

Co-Fine Arts Coordinator 
             (847)718-4498 

ron.fiorito@d214.org 
 

Mrs. Renee DeJager 
Choir Director 
(847)718-4499 

renee.dejager@d214.org 
 

Mr. Bill Baar 
Orchestra Director 

(847)718-4500 
bill.baar@d214.org 
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Goals & Objectives of the EGHS 
Music Department 

  
 

1. To teach students about the art of music through performance 
 
2. To develop the performance skills of every student on their instrument. 
 
3. To provide for the musical needs of the school and community 
 
4.To develop informed, educated, and discriminating consumers of music 
 
5.To acquaint students with music from a wide variety of historical style periods and to 
place them in perspective with regard to their own time 
 
6. To provide opportunities for growth through teamwork, travel, and group experiences, 
leading to the development of esprit de corps and self-discipline. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
EGHS Music Department Grading Policy  
The following grading outline represents a general policy for the Elk 
Grove High School Music Department,  
Each ensemble will further define the policy to meet specific course 
expectations.  The following has been approved by the Music 
Department Staff and EGHS Administration. 
 
Habits of Work 40% 

Performing at an appropriate level individually, within the 
section, and with the ensemble on a daily basis.  Individual 
participation, preparation, improvement, and performance are 
also expected. Appropriate behavior, possession of needed 
materials, music, and instrument.  Tardiness will result in a loss 
of habits of work points.  Bring a good attitude and work ethic to 
class everyday, help other students with material being learned, 
and cooperating with the director and other students. 
 

 
Tests/Auditions 30% 

Graded performances, individual and in-class playing, written 
tests, written assignments, participation in two student-run 
sectionals per semester(scheduled at director’s discretion), and 
auditions.  Final exam included in this category. 

 
 
Performances 30% 

Based on attendance at concerts, preparedness for 
performances and rehearsals. The penalty for an unexcused 
performance absence will be significant and appropriate.  Each 
musical ensemble’s performance is judged by our school, 
community, our families, and in some cases, professional 
adjudicators.  One person’s absence greatly affects the entire 
ensemble’s performance.  The performance schedule is published 
well in advance in order to avoid conflicts.  The best policy 
regarding any conflict is to communicate with your director as 
soon as possible.  

 
 *If student has an excused absence from a performance, an 
appropriate alternate assignment will be given at the discretion of the 
director. 
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Attendance Policy 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES  
 • Significant personal illness 

• School-sponsored activity that is equivalent to post-season playoff 
In order for an absence from a rehearsal(outside of the school day) or a 
performance to be considered excused, a note or call from the student’s 
parent/guardian must be received, reviewed, and approved by the director at 
least 2 weeks prior.  The student must complete a Request for Excused 
Absence Form. In the case of an unavoidable emergency, a note from the 
student’s parent/guardian music be received on the first day the student 
returns to school.  Significant prior notification allows the ensemble to 
make proper adjustments so that every other student in the group is not 
adversely affected.  Students must complete make-up work in order to avoid 
having their grade lowered. 
 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Jobs, birthdays, and family vacations are NOT considered excused absences, 
even with advance notice.  Missing a scheduled performance event without an 
excuseable reason will result in the loss of one full letter grade for the 
current grading quarter.  Make-up work is not permitted in the case of an 
unexcused absence. 
 
Rehearsal Etiquette 
 
1.   During daily rehearsals, students are to BE ON TIME with all 
materials(instrument, music, pencil, mutes, reeds, etc.).  FIVE MINUTES will be 
allotted after the tardy bell to assemble instruments and  equipment,  find 
your seat, do your personal warm-up, and work on “trouble spots” in the music. 
 
2.   TARDY DETENTIONS will be issued if the student: 
  • Arrives in the music room after the bell 

• Is not seated and ready to play when the director steps on the 
podium 

*Being on time means being in the rehearsal room when the bell rings! 
 
3.   All talking and playing should cease when the director steps on the 
podium. 
 
4.   During the rehearsal you are expected to give your undivided attention 
and cooperation to the director. 
 
5.   When rehearsing of individual sections takes place, all other sections 
should sit quietly and listen to the instructions being given.  Unecessary 
talking reduces the effectiveness of the rehearsal and wastes the valuable 
of time of EVERYONE in the ensemble. 
 
6.   PENCILS are required at every rehearsal by every member. 
 
7.   Disruptive Behavior will be dealt with as follows 
 
  1st offense Verbal warning 
 
  2nd offense Conference with director  
     Parent phone call 
 
  3rd offense Removal from environment    
     Detention 
   
Continued negative behaviors will result in the student being 
dropped from the Music Program. 
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Solo & Ensemble Festival 
Participation in Solo & Ensemble Festival is  an important part of a student’s 
musical growth.  Held each year in February or March, this event provides the 
opportunity to prepare solo and small ensemble literature and perform for 
an experienced adjudicator.  Students receive a performance rating and 
comments.  The comments received are constructive in nature, and are 
intended to help the student improve and mature as a  
musician.  Participation in Solo & Ensemble Festival is required for all band 
students. 
 

Performance Evaluation Criteria 
 
 “A” (SUPERIOR - outstanding in every detail) 

1) Correct posture    
2) Superior tone quality  
3) All correct notes and rhythms  
4) Steady tempo/no pauses or hesitations 
5) Proper musical interpretation of all dynamics and accents 
6) Musical energy/emotional involvement  
7) Well-prepared, confident, player knows the material 
8) constantly challenging themselves to improve their musicianship 

 
“B” (EXCELLENT - but lacks high level of perfection) 
 1) Correct posture    
 2) Excellent to superior tone quality 
 3) 1-2 missed notes/1-2 missed rhythms 
 4) Steady tempo 

5) Most dynamics, accents, articulations executed properly  
6) Music has been practiced but is not “A” quality 

 
 “C” (GOOD - basic weaknesses in several areas) 
 1) Correct posture  
 2) Good to excellent tone quality  
 3) Several missed notes   
 4) Several missed rhythms, tempo shifts, and unsteady pulse 
 5) Articulations, accents, and dynamics followed but irregular 

6) Music has been practiced, but clearly not well prepared 
 

“D” (FAIR - basic weaknesses, unsatisfactory) 
 1) Correct posture    
 2) Fair to good tone quality  
 3) Many missed notes  
 4) Many missed rhythms, tempo is unsteady 
 5) Very little attention to dynamics, accents, articulations  

6) Music has been looked at but has not been practiced 
 
 “F” (POOR - failing, lack of effort) 
 1) Incorrect posture    
 2) Poor tone quality  
 3) Too many notes are missed   
 4) Too many rhythms are missed 

5) No attention to dynamics, accents, or articulations  
6) Student has clearly not practiced; may be sight-reading 
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Private Lessons 
 
It is well-known that private study with a qualified professional 
musician on a given instrument is the best way for a student to 
achieve their highest potential.  Although not required, private 
lessons are strongly encouraged for all students.  The music 
director maintains a list of recommended private teachers.  Many 
private instructors provide lessons at school during and/or 
after school hours.  The lesson teacher determines private 
lesson fees.  See your director for scholarship information. 
 
Any student taking private lessons will be excused from 1 
culture point per semester if their private teacher gives them a 
positive Progress Report.    
 

Music Trips 
A  highlight of a music student’s high school experience is the 
opportunity to travel.  The purpose of music trips is to provide 
additional educational opportunities that are not available at 
the school.   Students represent the school and community by 
participating in once-in-a-lifetime performance opportunities in 
exciting destinations, such as Florida, California, Texas, and 
Europe.  An important component of group travel is the bonding 
that takes place among ensemble members. The recreational and 
social aspects of a trip are just as important as the educational 
benefits.  Students may earn their trip costs through 
participation in the various fundraising projects offered during 
the year(s) leading up to the trip.  Most EGHS music trips are open 
to all members of the music department.  
 
 The next trip is Summer 2009: European Tour (band/orchestra) 
 
Spring break 2009: Memphis blues city classic festival(choir) 
See your director for details 
 

Student Fundraising  
 
Students will be asked to participate in several fundraising projects 
during the school year, which benefit both the music program and the 
individual student. With each fundraiser, the majority of profit earned 
is designated for the organization, with the largest profit amount 
being designated for each student’s Individual Account.  Credit 
earned by a student may be used to pay for Band trips, Band Fees, 
private lessons, and more.  Profits from fundraisers are vital to the 
successful operation of the music program.  All fundraisers will be 
run by the booster organizations. 
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Opportunities for Individual 
Achievement 

IMEA All-District / All-State 
The IMEA(Illnois Music Educators Association) holds auditions each 
October for selection to its District-level Band, Orchestra, Choir and 
Jazz Bands.  Auditions are competitive, and a limited number of students 
will be allowed to represent EGHS.   
 
Audition materials for Band/Orchestra woodwinds and brass include 
the IMEA Senior Scale Sheet(winds only) and two IMEA etudes.  
 
Percussionists are required to perform etudes on snare drum, timpani, 
mallet keyboard, and multiple percussion.  All students must sight-read 
as part of the audition.   
 
Audition materials for strings include imea scales, a prepared piece, 
and sight reading. 
 
Audition materials for vocalists include two state required pieces, 
scales triads, district level pieces and sight reading. 
 
Students auditioning for Jazz Band perform a required jazz chart, 
improvize on F Blues, and sight-read. 
 
The District VII Senior Music and Jazz Festivals are held each year in 
November  The top players from each of Illinois’ nine IMEA districts are 
selected to participate in the All-State Music Festival, held in late 
January in Peoria.  Only junior and senior wind and percussion players 
are eligible to participate in All-State. 
 
District 214 Honor Music Festival 
A limited number of EGHS Band and Choir students are nominated for 
selection to the District 214 Honor music festival.  Those students 
selected attend  chair placement auditions in early February , 
followed by 3 rehearsals and a concert performance under the 
direction of a prominent guest conductor. 
 
District 214 Honor’s Orchestra 
This orchestra is comprised of students from all of the district 214 
schools.  Acceptance into the group is based on audition.  Auditions 
will be open to band and orchestra students.  This group meets once 
per week for 10 weeks in the fall and 8 weeks in the spring, and has two 
performances. 
 
Musical Pit Orchestra 
Selection into the musical pit is based on the selection of the show to 
be performed.  Musicians will meet 2-3 times per week beginning after 
spring break culminating with 5-6 show performances.   
 
Spring Musical 
Elk Grove High School puts on a spring musical in May every year.  
Participation in the musical is open to all Elk Grove High School 
students.  Look for audition information in March. 
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Symphonic Band - consists of the most advanced musicians at EGHS.  
Placement into the group is by auditions held each spring, which are open to 
all current and incoming Elk Grove Band students.  Symphonic Band studies 
challenging, high quality band literature, and seeks to develop advanced 
individual and ensemble playing skills.  The group performs at several formal 
concerts annually, as well as various educational festivals and contests 
throughout the area and Illinois.  The group has established an outstanding 
reputation for its performance excellence, and  was accepted to the 
prestigious Illinois Superstate Band Festival in 2003 and 2004.   
 
Concert Band -   open to all Elk Grove students who have previous 
experience on a woodwind, brass, or percussion instrument.  The primary focus 
of the ensemble is on the development and improvement of fundamental 
individual and ensemble playing skills.  The Concert Band performs at several 
formal concerts throughout the year plus various educational festivals in 
the Chicago area. 
 
Marching Grenadiers - Consists of ALL members of the Symphonic and 
Concert Bands.  The MG performs at all home football games, various 
community parades and two to four competitions per year.  The group 
performs high-energy music aimed at providing pageantry and excitement.  
Membership in the Marching Grenadiers is mandatory. 
 
Color Guard - Provides a colorful visual element to the Marching 
Grenadiers through the use of flags, rifles, and other props.  Membership is 
open to all EGHS students.  There is also a Winter Color Guard.  The winter 
guard will become competitive, and will also be used to prepare for the next 
marching season. 
 
Percussion Ensemble -   Open to all students who have previously played 
percussion instruments.  Percussion Ensemble class will focus on techniques 
and skills related to snare drum, timpani, mallet keyboard, auxiliary 
percussion, and drum set.  Our philosophy requires all students to work on 
all aspects of percussion performance and become “Total Percussionists.” 
 
Jazz Ensemble I -  Entrance is by audition only.  Auditions are held annually, 
and personnel is limited to a standard instrumentation.  All EGHS Band 
students enrolled in Symphonic  or Concert Band are eligible to audition.  
Jazz Ensemble rehearses approximately 4 hours per week, and has an active 
performance schedule, including “home” concerts, festivals, and contests.   
 
Jazz Ensemble II  -  Open to all EGHS music students interested in Jazz.  The 
focus of the group is on the understanding and study of various jazz styles, 
literature, and the development of individual/ensemble skills toward 
placement in Jazz I. Members must be currently enrolled in Symphonic or 
Concert Band(exception for students who play guitar or piano). 
 
Pep Band - Includes ALL members of the EGHS Symphonic and Concert Bands. 
The group is a “fun band” designed to create enthusiasm and school spirit at 
home varsity basketball through current pop/rock  tunes.  GO GRENS!! 
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Band Uniforms 
 
Band students at EGHS represent the entire school and 
community when performing at athletic events, concerts, and 
festivals.  The appearance of our students communicates the 
level of pride that we feel about our band.  It is absolutely 
crucial that our uniforms reflect this level of pride 
 
Marching Band Uniforms 
Marching uniforms are provided by the school, and are kept in the 
Uniform Storage Room.   
Students must provide: 

1) Black DrillMaster marching shoes(purchased through 
the Band) 

 2) Black socks(solid black-no patterns) 
 
Guidelines for Marching Band Uniform Wear: 
 1) No jewelry is to be worn, including earrings 

2) No makeup is to be worn, including fingernail 
polish(Color Guard may use matching makeup 
3) The entire uniform is to be worn at all times, unless 
otherwise instructed by Mr. Fiorito 

**4) Students must return the uniform with a receipt from the 
cleaners- verifying the uniform was cleaned 
 
Concert Formal Attire 
Students in Symphonic and Concert Band wear formal black 
concert attire, provided by the school.  

1) Boys - black tuxedo jacket & pants, white tux shirt, 
cummerbund, bow tie 

 2) Girls - black concert dress 
Students must provide the following: 

1) Boys - black dress shoes / black dress socks(solid black-
no patterns) 

 2) Girls - black dress shoes / black hose  
**Students must return the uniform with a receipt from the 
cleaners- verifying the uniform was cleaned 
 
Informal Concert Attire(pep band, jazz gigs, pep rallies) 
All students are required to purchase an EG music polo ($20).  
Pep assemblies, and pep band performance attire will be jeans and 
the polo.  Any other functions will be khakis and the polo. 
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Recommended Instrument / Accessories List  
 
 It is suggested that high school students do not use their “beginning 
band” instrument past the 8th grade.  Those instruments are designed for 
smaller bodies and are built to withstand the physical abuse that young 
students may inflict on them.  Better quality instruments enable all students 
to learn more quickly and with greater ease.  A high quality instrument is a 
necessity for the student to reach their full potential.  See Mr. Fiorito for 
more information. 
 
INSTRUMENT STEP-UP DAY IS DECEMBER 10th  AT MUSIC AND ARTS 
 
Required Materials for Band Students 
 
Concert/Symphonic- 
 
All- Tuner, metronome, cleaning kits for instrument, PENCIL 
 
Brass- All necessary oil, slide grease, cleaning equipment, and mutes 

(cup & straight) 
 
 Trombones- All should have water spray bottle for slide 
 
 All Valve- Instruments- Should be oiled on a daily basis!!! 
  
 Trumpets- Should all be at least on a Bach 3c mouthpiece  
 
Woodwinds- All reed instruments should be rotating between at least 
3 reeds.  You will need to supply your own reeds, unless there are special 
circumstances, and all should be on at least a #3 or #3 1/2!!!! 
 
Percussion: Snare sticks, timpani mallets, keyboard mallets, stick 
bag(brands and types to be specified at the start of the school year) 
 
Tuners & Metronomes- These important accessories are now widely 
available, small enough to fit inside an instrument case, and affordable($15-
20). (Can be purchased through the band)  
  
Jazz- 
 
All- Tuner, metronome, cleaning kits for instrument, PENCIL, Jazz 

C.D.’s and Manuscript paper 
 
Brass-  Mutes: Cup, Straight, Harmon mute, and plunger 
 
Woodwinds- Rotating reeds, good ligature, mouthpiece 
 
Rhythm- All necessary sticks(brushes, mallets), picks, strings, straps... 
 
 
AREA MUSIC STORES 
Quinlan & Fabish Music Check for new address  Wheeling.   
Quinlan & Fabish Music 166 Shore Dr.   Burr Ridge 
(630)654-4111 
International Music Suppliers 681 Graceland Ave.,  Des Plaines 
(847) 827-0707 
Music & Arts  907 W. Irving Park Rd.  Itasca  
800-323-1001 
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Percussion Expectations 
1.   Upon entering the room, check the board for rehearsal order 
 
2.   All percussionists will be assigned organizational duties before 

and/or after rehearsal 
 
3.   If you do not have a part to play, sit quietly away from those who are 

playing (read, study,etc.) 
 
4.   Store all percussion equipment properly when not in use / smaller 

items are to be put away daily and covered! 
 
5.   All percussionists are expected to own their own set of sticks mallets 

as described by the instructor 
 
 
Percussionists will meet twice a week with percussion director 
Tom Leddy.  Together they will work on performance techniques 
on all of the percussion instruments.  These will be tested and 
observed throughout the school year for part of their band 
grade.   
 
The students will also get a chance to perform in either the 
Symphonic or Concert band percussion ensembles.  These 
ensembles will perform at a few times during the school year.   
 
The highlight of the year will be at our Percussion Madness show 
and at our Percussion Festival.  Information will be sent out 
regarding these events.  These are mandatory for the 
percussionists.  
 
Information on stick and mallet requirements will be sent home 
the first week of school.  Each percussionist will need to bring 
these to band everyday along with his/her band folder and a 
pencil.  Weekly practice will be expected and progress necessary 
to receive a good letter grade for the percussion class portion 
of the band letter grade.   
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Elk Grove High School Orchestra Program 

 
Concert Orchestra 01791/01792 
This orchestra is for intermediate and advanced students and is the 
orchestra that incoming freshmen typically play in.  It rehearses every 
day during sixth period.  The Concert Orchestra presents 4-5 concerts 
a year, participates in the IHSA Solo and Ensemble Contest, the IMEA 
District VII and All State Music Festivals and the Orchestra program’s 
student recitals.  Concert Orchestra is a full credit class. 
 
Symphony Orchestra 01831/01832 
This orchestra rehearses 4th period.  The Symphony Orchestra 
presents 4-5 concerts a year, participates in IHSA Solo and Ensemble 
Contest, the IMEA District VII and All State Music Festival and the 
Orchestra’s student recitals.  Private lessons are strongly 
encouraged for all Symphony members because of the challenging 
music being performed.  This Orchestra includes members of the EGHS 
band program and performs music from the standard orchestral 
repertoire. Symphony Orchestra is a full credit class.  Students must 
audition and be accepted by the director to become a member of this 
orchestra. 
 
Both Orchestras travel during the school year to events such as the 
U of I Orchestra Consortium in Urbana, IL.  Every three years the 
Orchestra program goes on an international performance tour.  The 
next international tour is scheduled to take place in 2009. 
 
Additional playing opportunities open to members of the Concert or 
Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Honors Chamber Orchestra  (String Ensemble) 01901/01902 
This is a new class for the EGHS Orchestra program and members will 
need to be flexible while it’s in the beginning stages of development. 
The Honors Chamber Orchestra is for the student who is more 
advanced and motivated.  This group presents 4-5 concerts a year at 
school and also performs outside of school in the community.  The 
community concerts are often in conjunction with local church 
choirs. This orchestra is also for student who wants to have the 
chance to solo with an orchestra.  The Honors Chamber Orchestra is a 
full credit class and meets four mornings a week before school.  
Students must audition and be accepted by the director to be in this 
orchestra. 
 
Pit Orchestra 
Every year in the spring the Music and Drama Departments produce a 
Broadway musical.  Students who want the experience of performing in 
pit orchestra audition in February.  Rehearsals begin in March and are 
after school.  The pit orchestra is and extra-curricular activity. 
 
District 214 Honors Symphony 
This Orchestra rehearses on Monday nights at Buffalo Grove High 
School and presents two concerts a year, one in October and one in 
March.  Membership in this orchestra is open to all students who play 
in their school’s band or orchestra program.  This orchestra is for 
students who take private lessons and are very advanced technically 
on their instrument. Auditions for placement in this orchestra are held 
every spring in late May or early June. 
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ORCHESTRA UNIFORM 
 
Concert Formal Attire 
Students in Symphonic and Concert Band wear formal black 
concert attire, provided by the school.  

1) Boys - black tuxedo jacket & pants, white tux shirt, 
cummerbund, bow tie 

 2) Girls - black concert dress 
Students must provide the following: 

1) Boys - black dress shoes / black dress socks(solid black-
no patterns) 

 2) Girls - black dress shoes / black hose  
**Students must return the uniform with a receipt from the 
cleaners- verifying the uniform was cleaned 
 
Informal Concert Attire(pep band, jazz gigs, pep rallies) 
All students are required to purchase an EG music polo ($20).  
Pep assemblies, and pep band performance attire will be jeans and 
the polo.  Any other functions will be khakis and the polo. 
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CHOIR COURSE OFFERINGS 
#150 Beginning Choir 
For students interested in gaining appreciation for music, this 
introductory course in choral music emphasizes the 
fundamentals of vocal productions, sight reading, diction and 
musical interpretation. These elements are taught through 
various study and performance practices. This class is for 
Freshmen girls 
 
#154 Treble Choir 
Treble Choir is for sophomore, junior and senior students with 
voices in the soprano/alto range. Studies of 
intermediate/advanced women's treble vocal literature, both 
historic and contemporary are featured with emphasis placed on 
sight reading, ear training, vocal production and musical 
expression. Upper classmen women who are entering the Choral 
program for the first year are required to take this course. 
 
#159 Advanced Mixed Choir 
Composed primarily of juniors and seniors, this selective mixed 
group of voices represents students capable of performing 
more advanced choral literature. Through various study and 
performance practices students attain a high degree of 
proficiency in sight reading, ear training and vocal development. 
 
#163 Vocal Ensemble 1(TOWNE CRIERS) 
Singers are selected for their vocal and performance 
capabilities though the audition process. In most cases, 
membership in advanced mixed choir is required. Activities are 
performance oriented and often require theatrical movement. A 
wide variety of literature is studied, ranging from classical to 
popular/jazz styling, depending on the group's area of 
specialization. 
 
 
 
 
AFTERSCHOOL, NON-GRADED CHOIRS: 
 
Chamber Ensemble 
 Singers in Chamber are the top 10 scoring students in Towne 
Criers, based on their audition scores.  Students in Chamber meet 
weekly for 2 hours and focus on advanced literature 
specifically written for smaller ensembles, such as motets, 
madrigals, etc.  Performances include any combination of the 
following:  Augustana College Chamber Festival, University of 
Illinois Chamber Choir Festival, EGHS Festival of Music, IHSA 
Music Organizational Contest and all EGHS Choral concerts. 
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An Octave Higher 
 All girl acapella group focusing on popular music.  Girls must 
have been in choir for at least one year.  The group is open to 
current and past members of the EGHS choir program. 
Rehearsals are 2x per week after school.   Performances 
include, but are note limited to: International High School 
Acapella Competition, EGHS Festival of Music, any EG Choral 
Concerts. 
 
Choir Club 
A once a week afterschool club of any students who wish to 
sing.  The club is ideally for students who couldn’t fit choir into 
their schedule, yet wish to keep singing until they can add choir 
to their schedule.  Any EG student may particpate.  The Club 
meets once a week throughout the school year.  No 
performances are planned. 
 
SOLO & ENSEMBLE CONTEST 
All choir students are encouraged to particpate in 
solo/ensemble, whether it be the RM/EG festival, Northwestern 
University/Northshore Band Festival/ or the IHSA 
solo/ensemble festival.  For students who are not taking voice 
lessons, it is an optional event.  For students in voice lessons, it 
is a required event.   
 
PRIVATE VOCAL STUDY 
All choir students are highly encouraged to take private voice 
lessons.  Students in Towne Criers are required to study 
privately for a minimum of 1 semester during their time in Towne 
Criers. Scheduling and other details are worked out directly 
with the voice teachers on staff. 
 
BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS: 
 
BEHAVIOR IN CLASS 
While choir is a social experience, students are expected to 
refrain from excessive talking, socializing, laughing and other 
distracting behaviors during class.  Students will be verbally 
warned, however should the student need a second warning, a 
referral will be given. Rude, belligerent, defiant and 
inappropriate behavior will be viewed as insubordination, 
punishable with a 2 hour detention. 
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BEHAVIOR AT PERFORMANCES 
Students are expected to be respectful, polite, courteous 
audience members.  Students will not talk during the 
performances of another group.  Students will applaud at the 
appropriate times and students will stay for the entire length of 
the concert, regardless of  where in the concert they are 
slotted to perform.  Students will also behave accordingly 
when lining up to enter the stage and when backstage waiting to 
go on. Rude, belligerent, defiant and inappropriate behavior will 
be viewed as insubordination, punishable with a 2 hour detention. 
 
BEHAVIOR ON TRIPS 
Choir trips are a priviledge.  As such, students are held to the 
highest possible standards of good manners and behavior while 
on trips.  Students represent Elk Grove High School and the Elk 
Grove/Des Plaines community when they step off campus on 
school-related trips.  Students will refrain from foul language, 
inappropriate behavior, and abide by district 214 rules. Rude, 
belligerent, defiant and inappropriate behavior will be viewed as 
insubordination, punishable with a 2 hour detention. 
 
 
 
MUSIC/FOLDER POLICIES 
 
Students are assigned a black leather folder at the start of the 
school year.  Students also receive a paper folder which holds 
their music for rehearsals.  Students are provided with an 
assigned slot on the choir shelves in which to file their music 
after rehearsal.  Students may take their music home or leave 
their choir music in their assigned slot.  Students are 
expected to have their folders, music and pencils (and 
highlighters for any photocopies) at each 
class/rehearsal. 
 
Lost folders 
Once the folder is assigned to a student, the folder and the 
music become the responsibility of that student for the entire 
year.  Music will be collected after each concert. If, during the 
course of the year, the folder becomes “lost”, it is the 
responsibility of the student to replace the cost for the full 
value of the folder and the music in the folder.  Although 
students frequently “put it on their shelves”, folders do 
occasionally “disappear”.  Regardless of the reason, even if the 
student insists they put their folder away, the student is 
responsible for their music and will be asked to pay for 
replacement of the lost items. 
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TARDIES 
Students must be in their seat, with their music folders, when the 
bell rings.  Students who have no lunch period and are coming 
from the cafeteria with their lunch have an additional 2 minutes 
added to the passing period, per the dean of students.  This 2 
minute additional time is strictly adhered to. 
 
DUE DATES: 
All due dates are expected to be adhered to, unless an extension 
is given by the director. 
 
Assignment due dates:  All written work is expected on the day it 
is due.  The student may turn the assignment a day late, but will 
receive one full letter grade lower.  On the 2nd late day, only 
50% credit will be given.  Written assignments that are more than 
2 days late will not be accepted. 
 
Payment due dates:  All payments for any fees are due on the 
assigned date, as are payments for fundraised items.  A $5/day 
late fee will be charged for any fees that are tardy.  The late 
fees will be added on as a semester obligation, should the 
student not be able to pay them when their payment is due. 
 
 
CHOIR APPAREL & PERFORMANCE APPEARANCE 
 
Towne Criers, Treble Choir, Beginning Choir 
All students in all choirs utilize school owned apparel.  As such, 
all wardrobe items are the sole property of EGHS. Any damage 
that occurs while in the students possession results in the 
student assuming the cost of repairing the damages or replacing 
the items, dependant on the extent of the damage.   Damage 
includes, but is not limited to:  stains, rips, tears, missing buttons, 
damaged zippers, damage to the hem, burns, etc… 
 
Advanced Mixed Choir 
Robes are assigned to the students at the start of the school 
year.  Dark pants and dark dress shoes must be worn underneath 
the robes.  Girls may opt to wear a skirt, nude panty hose and 
dark dress shoes.  The skirt must not be longer than the hem of 
the robe. 
Boys are to wear a white collared dress shirt, NOT A POLO shirt 
and a dark tie. 
 
 
MUSIC POLO SHIRTS 
All enrolled choir students receive an EG Music polo shirt.  The 
fee for the polo is stated at the start of each year.  This shirt is 
worn at various performances and events throughout the year.  
The students keep these shirts.  A student may repurchase a polo 
at any time throughout the year.   
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SHOES & SOCKS 
Students are to provide the appropriate shoes for all 
performances.  Girls need black character shoes and nude 
pantyhose, men need black dress shoes and black dress socks.   
 
DISTRIBUTION & RETURN OF ITEMS 
All choir items are to be taken home, when handed out to the 
student.  Items are due back on the assigned due date or a $5 late 
fee will be billed to the student. 
 
JEWELRY 
Pearl jewelry is the property of EGHS.  Lost or non returned 
necklaces hold a $10 replacement fee.  Rhinestone jewelry is the 
property of the choir student and need not be returned unless 
specified by the director.   Earrings, on both men and women, must 
be studs.  No hoops, dangles or earrings larger than the persons 
ear lobe of any kind are allowed at performance. 
 
HAIR 
All students are expected to be well groomed for performance.  
This means hair should be neatly styled.  The use of large hair 
accessories is prohibited.  Large hair accessories includes clips, 
barretts, bows, scrunchies and head bands.  All hair should be 
styled so that is off of the face and doesn’t cover the eyes.  As 
such hair should be a natural color at performance, as well.  
Our appearance can affect our score at various events.  Please 
wait until after a concert to change hair color to a “non-
natural” color (ie, blue, green, etc.)   
 
PERFUME & COLOGNE 
Students should NOT wear cologne or perfume for 
performances, as there are many students with asthma and 
allergies who are negatively affected by the scent of 
fragrances.  Students should, and may, wear scented deodarant. 
 
MAKEUP 
All girls are expected to wear foundation, blush, eyeliner, 
mascara and lipstick in appropriate shades  at each performance.  
Because the spotlights make performers look pale, the girls 
must wear make up .  Please chose make that is a complimentary 
shade on you.   
Should a student’s apprearance be deemed unacceptable 
for any reasons by the director, the director has the 
right to hold a student from appearing on stage.  In 
doing so, the student will need to provide an alternate 
assignment to full credit for their concert attendance.  
Therefore, it is the parent’s responsibility and that of 
the student, to make sure they are dressed according to 
the standards outlined in the above policies. 
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ELK GROVE HIGH SCHOOL 

2008-09 Music Depatment Events Calendar v.4.22.08 

 
July 28  Section Leader Camp   10:00am-12pm  SL/DM 
July 30-Aug. 1 Pit/Drumline/CG Camp   4:00pm – 8:00pm  Perc/CG 

Aug. 4-5  Marching Grenadiers Band Camp 4:00pm- 8:00pm  MG 

Aug. 6-8  Marching Grenadiers Band Camp 9:00am- 6:00pm  MG 

Aug. 7-8  Uniform Fitting (all)   All Day    ALL 

Fri. Aug. 8 BBQ Pool Party    6:00 pm   MG 

Aug.11,13,15 Rehearsal    4:00-8:00 pm   MG 

Aug. 18-22 Towne Crier Camp   10-2:00 pm   TC 

Aug. 19,21 Rehearsal    4:00-8:00 pm   MG 
Sat. Aug.23 Pictures    1:00pm    MG 

Wed. Aug. 27 Wednesday night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 

Fri. Aug. 29 Football vs. OPRF   5:30 PM   MG 

 

Wed. Sept. 3 Wednesday night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 

Wed. Sept. 10 Wednesday night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 

Wed. Sept. 17 Wednesday night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 

Fri. Sept. 19 Football vs. CONANT   5:30 pm   MG 

Sun. Sept. 21 WILMOT MARCHING FESTIVAL ALL DAY   MG 
Wed. Sept. 24 Wednesday night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 

Sun. Sept. 28 ST. RITA MARCHING FESTIVAL ALL DAY St. Rita H.S.  MG 

 

Wed. Oct. 1 Wednesday Night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 

Thur. Oct. 2 Homecoming Parade   TBA    MG 

Fri. Oct 3 Homecoming vs. WHS   5:30 pm   MG 

Fri. Oct. 3 Homecoming Treble Choir  2:00 pm   Tr.C 

Tues. Oct. 7 IMEA Choir Auditions   4pm Libertyville H.S  selected 
Wed. Oct. 8 Wednesday Night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 

Oct. 12-13 Chamber Choir Festival  all day Augustana  Ch.E 

Tues. Oct. 14 Tuesday night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 

Tues. Oct. 14 IMEA String Auditions   4pm Maine West   selected 

Wed. Oct. 15 IMEA Wind & Percussion Auditions evening    Niles NorthHS  selected 

Fri. Oct. 17 Football vs. BGHS   5:30 pm   MG 

Sun. Oct. 19 Pops, Pizza, and More   3:00pm Gym  ALL 

Wed. Oct. 22 Wednesday night Rehearsal  6-8:30 pm   MG 
Fri. Oct. 24 Football vs. PHS   5:30 pm   MG 

Mon. Oct. 27 Orchestra Jr. High Night  7pm Orch Rm  Orc 

 

Sat. Nov. 15 IMEA Music Festival   all day    Barrington HS  selected 

Wed. Nov. 19 Jr. High Night    7:00pm   Music Wing  JE/SB 

Sat. Nov. 22 IMEA Jazz Festival   all day   Evanston HS  selected 

Fri. Nov. 28 Tree Lighting Ceremony  2:00 pm EGV  TC 

 

Wed. Dec. 10 Step-Up day at Music and Arts TBA  music/arts 
Sun. Dec. 14 Holiday Music Dept.  Concert  3:00 pm      Gym  ALL 

Fri. Dec. 19 TC Holiday Dinner & Show  6:00 pm Avalon  TC 

Fri. Dec. 19 Holiday Assembly   2:00 pm   Gym  SB/J1/O/C 

 

Wed. Jan. 7 Solo/Ensemble   4:00 pm RMHS  all 

Sat. Jan.  24 IWU Jazz Festival   T.B.A.    JE 

January 28-31 All-State Music Festival  T.B.A.  Peoria      selected 
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Sun. Feb. 8 Young Men & Women in Harmony Comp. 12-5:00 pm Barr. H.S sel. C 

Wed. Feb. 11 Symphonic band Dress rehearsal 6-8 pm band room  SB 

February 13-14 EIU Jazz Festival   Overnight Charleston JE 

Wed. Feb 18 NIU Orchestra day   All Day NIU   Orch 

Wed. Feb. 18 D 214 Symphonic Band Festival 7:30 pm BGHS  SB 

Sat. Feb. 21 U of I Orchestra Festival  All Day U of I 
Sat. Feb. 28 Jazz in the Meadows   T.B.A. RMHS   J1/J2* 

 

Tue. Mar. 3 D 214 Honor Choir sectionals  7-8:30 pm RMHS  sel. C 

Wed. Mar. 4 D 214 Honor Music Rehearsals all day  FVEC  selected 

Wed. Mar. 4 District 214 Honor Music Festival 7:30 pm FVEC  selected 

Tue. Mar. 10 Percussion Dress Rehearsal  3:30-9 pm Theater Perc 

Wed. Mar. 11 “Percussion Madness” (call time 3:30pm)7:00 pmTheater       Perc 

Fri. Mar. 13 3Rd Annual Choir Inv. M.S Div. 3:30-9:00pm Theater C 
Sat. Mar. 14 3nd Festival of Music   All Day    ALL 

Sat. Mar. 14 ICHSA Competition    4-9:00 pm Nap. N HS TC 

Wed. Mar. 18 District 214 Concert Band Festival 7:30 pm RMHS CB 

Mar/ 26-29 Choir Memphis Trip/Competition overnight TN  C 

Tue. Mar. 31 Orchestra Concert   7:00 pm Theater O-W/P 

 

Wed. Apr. 1 SB Dress Rehearsal   6-8 pm  band room SB 

Sat. Apr.  4 Chicagoland Concert Band Festival All Day  Hersey HS SB 

Sat. Apr. 11 Mens Choral Festival   All Day  Loyola  MChoir 
Apr. 17-18 IHSA Choir Contest   All Day  TBA  Choir 

Apr. 24-25 IHSA Choir Contest   All Day  TBA  Choir 

Sat. Apr. 25 EG Band Day    All Day  Home  All 

 

Sat. May 2 Illinois Superstate Band Festival(if selected) TBA U of I  SB 

Tue. May 19 Spring Band Concert   7:00 pm Theater SB/CB 

Thur. May 21 Spring Orchestra Concert  7:00 pm   Theater O-W/P 

Wed. May 27 Jazz  Showcase   7:00 pm   Theater J1/J2 
 

Wed. June 3 Spring Choir Concert   7:00 pm Theater Choir 

****************************************************************************************** 

MG Marching Grenadiers   J1  Jazz Ensemble 1        

SB Symphonic Band     J2  Jazz Ensemble CB  

O-W/P  Orchestra winds   CB  Concert Band 

****************************************************************************************** 
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Elk Grove High School Music Department 
 
STUDENT INFORMATION FORM 
Please Print 
 
Last Name____________________________  
First Name___________________________ 
 
Grade(2008-09):   9   10   11   12 
  
Instrument(s) ________________________________________ 
 
Home Mailing Address 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________ Zip ________________ 
 
Home Phone (         )________________________ ______________ 
 
Father’s Work Phone _________________cell:_____________  
Mother’s Work Phone _________________Cell:____________ 
Student Cell phone_____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Parent e-mail address:  
  
 ______________________________________________ 
 
Student e-mail address(if different)  
 
 ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Private Lesson Teacher 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Private lesson Teacher needed?_________ 
 
Other school activities 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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PLEASE READ THE HANDBOOK CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING 
BELOW 
“We have read the EGHS Music Department Handbook and our student 
has our permission to participate in the Music Department Activities as 
described in this handbook within the guidelines presented.  We 
understand that our student is responsible for attendance at all 
performances and rehearsals as printed the Music Department 
Calendar.   
 
We also grant our student permission to travel by school  
transportation to Music events. 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
“I have read the EGHS Music Department Handbook and agree to abide 
by the policies stated.  I realize that failure to follow policies or 
directions will result in disciplinary action that could lead to 
dismissal from the music program.  I understand my responsibility for 
attending all performances and rehearsals as printed on the Band 
Calendar. 
 
 
Student 
Signature___________________________________________________________________ 
 
SIGN AND RETURN THIS FORM  
Keep all other parts of this handbook 
 
 
 
 
Instrumental students are also issued a locker for storage of 
instruments and other music-related items.  Music department locks 
must be used.  Students are not permitted to use locks other than 
those purchased through the Instrumental music department. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Student’s Name 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
       
 
RETURN THIS FORM AND THE STUDENT INFORMATION FORM BY 
FRI. SEPT. 5 

 
 
 
 


